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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56, and §§1.97 and 1.98 as amended, Applicant cites, 
describes, and provides copies of the following art references. 

FOREIGN PATENT REFERENCE: 

Japanese Patent Publication No. H06-191 183 to Momota et al, entitled MEMORY 
CARD, published on 12 July 1994 {English abstract is attached); 
Japanese Patent Publication No. S61-70262 to Hibi et al, entitled COVER PART 
MEMORY CARD, published on 14 May 1986 {English translation is attached). 

DISCUSSION 

Hibi et al. JP'262 discloses a cover part memory card comprising: a memory card where an 
IC substrate having an IC chip and an external adjacent to the IC chip is buried in a concave portion 
formed at a body of the memory card; and a cover inserted into the end of the memory card to cover 
the external terminal, wherein a cover part is thinner than the other part to make a cover surface flat 
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when the cover is inserted into the memory card. The cover part memory card as recited in claim 
1, wherein the cover is made of a conductive material. 

Momota et al. JP'183 discloses that, when a memory card 10 is out of use, one side part of 
the memory card 10 provided with a terminal part 12 is covered with a synthetic resin-made cover 
18. In this manner, the adhesion of dust, foreign particles, or the like to the terminal part 12 is 
prevented. Before the memory card 10 is inserted into a slot 20 of a read write 16, the cover 1 8 is 
removed from the terminal part 12. The removed cover 1 8 is again mounted on the memory card 
10 exposed from the slot 20. In this manner, a metallic body 11 cannot be exposed outside. 
Therefore, the memory card 10 can be protected from static electricity, and malfunction can be 
prevented. In addition, the synthetic resin-made cover 1 8 for covering one side part of the memory 
card 10 is just large enough to cover only one side part of the memory card 10. 
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**♦ 

The citation of the foregoing references is not intended to constitute an assertion that other 
or more relevant art does not exist. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to make a wide-ranging 
and thorough search of the relevant art. 



No fee is incurred by this Statement. 



1522 "K" Street, N.W., Suite 300 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Area Code: (202) 408-9040 
Folio: P56181 
Date: 4/10/06 
I.D.: REB/fw 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert E. Bushnell 
Reg. No.: 27,774 
Attorney for the Applicant 
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